Cryptosporidiosis has been reported in calves, lambs, man, pigs, and cats [l-91. In most species, they are associated with diarrhea. Transmission and scanning electron microscopy have demonstrated different stages of cryptosporidia free in the lumen and attached to the microvillus border of the intestinal epithelium [7]. This report describes an intestinal infection by cryptosporidium.
The absence of other pathogens and the morphological similarity of intestinal lesions in this cat to lesions caused by cryptosporidia in pigs, man, calves and lambs suggests that the enteritis described in this cat was caused by infection with Cryptosporidium sp. A male chimpanzee (Pun troglodytes) had been in captivity in the Zoological Gardens in London and Belfast for 20 years. It was caged with an aged, mature female in the latter zoo but never had sired offspring. The chimpanzee was found dead in its cage with no prior clinical signs. Following its death, the female produced an offspring 19 months after the introduction of another male.
At autopsy, the chimpanzee was in good condition. There were fibrous adhesions of the colon to the peritoneum of the umbilical region, but no abnormalities were detected in any other organ. Both testes were in the scrotum.
